The Stape Molasses Shale

Mine and Railwa

In & previous s of “Moors Lire™ Mr. G
Reyssner wrote an mlereshing arbche on T
sichngs of the Whithy branch, but mexpiscalily
he omitied o merdon whal was, ior & Tme,
perhass the mos! mportant Conmecion. Gl
of the short wed Stape Molisses Mine
radway. MNowadays OCa SChODICTHIGren
make cikes aboul the Stape redche manes,
bl oo By reakse Thal e ke s iounded
in tact but why should they. the whole dea of
mening for beacks smacks of Alca
Wonoeriand The Cepost &t Stape s a
geciogical freak. the only ofher known
deposit being in South Armerca where § has
P DN expioned.

The Geological Background

I prefesions tmes 3 dose relaieg of whal
Wi ENCW B3 SUZaT Cang grow Drofusily Sver
northemm europe. Tha plant geew 1) & heaghi
of fifty feet or more i Puge Swampy forests
Al some tme a gneal CAIACHEM OveriooH
Thiedd Chig 1OMESES (DOSSOly 3 M iL8 308)
and laad therm Nal, othed Seposis oweriad the
cane and over an enormous penod of tme
heat and prtiane changes i nio an rlenor
form of coal. For some season winch we wall
nevel now e depost i the anga whah S
niow kncmn 55 Siape was nol subsect 10 Sudh
exireme bealment e resul? wias a band &
porous shale contaaning @ theck gark fomm of
molastes

The Exiraction History

The kocal people knew of e deposd from
garly bimes SNoE i ONe OF WO DI3CES 31 he
oot of B eSearperent of the Tabular Hils the
raw molasses oored o the surface. Thess
calons were kepl wvery secnt ior e
Molasses was heghly prred, theng 5 however
what appears 10 be a reference 10 ONe N the
Domesday Book. In Dr. Kendacks book of
1625, “The Spars of Yorkshire' here i an
account of 3 vist 10 3 “Tunrel, near Rawcife .
apparenty e ocal peope had Oven a
burned ko Some drstance nio The Felsce and
the molatses Collected o poois o s sde. |
have never bDeen able © boale hs
remarkable funnel and Mere s o Gl
rmory of 4 Wiah the arrval of Cheap SuCar
products from e coonees colipcton of the
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by Prolessor Jomhn Came, of the
demmu
Huddersheid Polytechn.

molasses seems 10 have ded out but durng
the trace necessaon of the med 1850's the prce
of sugar oocketed and s was the mpetus
Tat made 3 smal group of local gentemen
form e Slape Molasses Shale Vng
Comparry, i an attempt o expiot T deposit
iang make a quacik proft).

An rdecestng account of the ams of The
new Company appears n e Yorkshine
Gazese for July 158 1887. The company
Was soon at work and by early December
1687 an expioraiory $hall was Desng suni
Morth West o Swape The company
prosde & connackon 1o The mine, the MER.
iDCo. Wiy 3d works Comemities minute Mo
2572 grees:

Rocewed, ofer dated 23nd NowomDer from
Mr. Skelton () reguestng that e
company lay down a branch safing nodh of
Lew sham on the Whitby branch 1o whee he
& sniung & shaft lor molktses, hes COMpany
expects 10 fumsh 2 large volume of raffic. As
Sl COMMEmos Rt Mo krowieope of tha ey
sucoess of this werdure and e requesied
oranch sidng woud be of some length and
Shcaag® unkncT SOunEry.
Orchisnisd: That My Cabry Do nstructied 10 visit
Bt Snbd 3 Selermine The practcality of the
propect and of Wyng down the NOOpSEary
pranch ssdng and 10 producs an esumate of
Bl cosl.

Mt vo. 23601 of December 2158 grves:
‘Riecewved the report of M Caney (Mnute No.
ZI5TY) and alter some dactlon Resoived:
That &5 The SCC04s Of TS DIOgect Seems in
doutt and e expenie 10 the Company in

D0 gred. Al s commitiee Canol Jioele
1o the redees? of Me Shelon (v | However i
M. Shelnn and RS associales wish 0 &y
dowtt & beanch saling on Their gwn @nd
entrely a1 et Own QEDONSE, T COMPArTY
wil 3y down A Sdng W NG COMPAnY's
boundary in connection. To be chasged o
capatal”

Thes setback @ not Séddy i promoters
for 'ong and on Surther neockaten e NE R
agreed 1o prowice Secondhnand material for
the branch af 0081 of a0 annual payment of
5% on its value The promolers sof 10 work



with a will and by June 1888 wese able o
mvigrm the N E_R. hai their branch was ready
for irakhe and Bl iy would work e Dbeanch
themselves 1o the N.E R. exchange sdng af
Randale. There s no record of whal
locomotre they were employing. e NER
however prosided the wagons (later they but
special tank wagons for thes traffic)

The branch diverged soufwards from
Ramdale sadngs and immedaiely swuig
wes over the beck, past Randaie Ml and up
Raindale, near the head of Raindaie the bne
turmisd NOMH wes!, crossed the road 10 Staoe
on the level and continwed for ¥ of a mie to
e mming isel where A 5 N80 3 rumder of
sacngs, one Serving a small oo shed

Waork on ihe rene proceeded apace and by
labe Felbruary 1887 a nch seam of sha'e was
discovered, in Apeil a trial processing of the
ghale usang a small Seperimentyl protegsng
plant bult n the company’s New workshop
had shown thal they could expect a good
yoeicl and th COMDArty Orgened & Much Langes
plart on the same pafienn fom a Loods krm
Perhaps a shor account of how the molasses
wit extracied is in order. The shale was
tipped inlo one end of a rdaling. conscal
vessal rather like a larger wersadn of ©e

Wit On A pee-rrax Concrete loery , thes vessel
robatedd sade 2 large furnace, the vessel had
spral scrapers on the inside 1o gradually
mowe the shale up the vesscel. The heat
expalied the molasses from e snale and a1
ran back down the vessel o where it was
colecied. The processed shake came out of
the uppor ond INKD Namow gauge ubs in
whch #f w2s conveyed I washe Bps.

The company siared full scale producon
n October 1887 and were an immediate
suctess. 50 much S0 that by Januany 1888
they were selling up a second procossng
plart and oegered a second ioco to work ther
branch Ths boom was shor ved, by the
earty 1880's the price of mpaded Sugar
products stadted %o fall, however by caneful
management he company kept ifs prices
compatione and they satlied Sown 1o 3 penod
ol Sheaddy Baf ioswer Cutul.

Ore procuct of the end of e boom was an
afiempt by the company 1o find a use for the
processed shale (called cake) They
desooened that the processing f about 5%
of the molasses behind and that with an
adequate ar wpply the cake would Dum.
Tres ‘od %0 the company corwerding is
processng plant 1o bum ds Own wasle

GET RIGHT ON TRACK!

AND THAT'S NOT ALL!

3 MATIOMAL bus company

INTRODUCING EXPLORER ......

Use them o get 1o Moorsrad stations 2t Pickenng (bus from Makon, Scarborough or
Hetmsiey) or Goathiand (bus from Wiitry).
Get an Explorer and your tnp o Moorseal could work out cheaper than takong the car.

AND THE BARGAINS KEEP ROLLING!......

During the early and late seasons on Moorsrail Explorer ticket holders can get at
least 20% off their train fare—more for Senior Citizens.

improved bus service—our numiber 32 buses ‘rom Maton wil cal at Pickening Stabon
froem the star of the Mocrsranr Season _
Dwrect buses will run from Maton (BR) Stason to Pckenng Stabon on special evenl days
Check for detads

UNITED

The tcket that Grves you
a# day s welirmfed el on
st Unibesd buses.

VALLEY

Expiorer thokets are on sale a2 Pickenng Staton or from any Unted Travel office.
UNITED BUS COMPANY DISTRICT OFFICE
BRIDGE . SCARBOROUGH

Teisphone: 7553 (0723)
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product (| am sure Modem ecoiogests would
approve). They also tnied 1ang cake 1o fre
thewr engings Dul they wiene desgred ior ool
buming with loo small a grate asea and
consequently sieamed badly on cake. In
T1E57 the company had ditusianng with he
Nowcasty Srm of 00 bulders Stephenton &
Co.. who assured them thal they coultl build a
KCD which would run on cake. The resull was
Mo 3 ‘Gangerbresd (narmed 3fer B meners
slang name for the unprocessed shale). with
a much lasger grate area han the earier
engints. No. 3 was a greal success and the
COMpany ofderad a second engne n the
following year. NO. 4 "Mollasses™ When Mo
4 was delreered the compary cffered the teo
codl Burning ang nes for sale but thede IS no
re0rd Of thear Tabe.

The company's success lasied only untl
1905 when a further decrease n e pnce of
imoried Sugar products Iost The comparny &5
rafkets and despde furthdr CCONOMees Tha
company ceased trading in Manch 1906 The
engnes were left in ther shed and all the
mreng equepment was kit as 4 was on the
lasl day. Vanous proposals wiré made 10
recpen the mne byt 10 no aval, in 1911 he
N.E R. pulied up its connection and the mine,
raiwdy 2nd itS SQUDMmEnT wikt 2 1) ol W
thi Comang of tha first Wiorld Wi kocal hope of
recpening was rekndled but mmponied sugar
still got through. The final biow came in the
scrap drve of 1916 the NE R reconnecied
the sadng but only 1o remove e scrap. The
Mining Squpment, ICDmolves Nos. 3 and 4
eic. wore all cul up where They stood,
eventually the track itsel was ied and the
Stape Molasses Shae Mne ard radway was
FIC) PO

What Remains Today?

The answer s witually notheng .the
atorestaton o the 192058-308 has viualy

PLEASE DO COME AND LOOK AROUND
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I shaouikd e o thani the oligmeng:
The famely of Samued Eddon for 300855 10 s
cares, Te siall of the MNodh Yorkcthere

Eranan 3t Muddershe'd Polytechme for her
A5SSaN0e N preparng fues paper anc lasty
vy welfi S0 i DROOTTESCENT, TyDang Bind MoOst
o' al her patence.

The Grosmont Gallery

THE OLD WORKSHOP
GROSMONT, N. YORKSHIRE

¥YWe have a permanent exhibition
of work by local artists and
Painting - Prints - Poltery

BOOKS PRINTS RECOADS PAINTINGS MAFS POSTERS

IF ITS IN PRINT - IF ITS ON RALWAYS - WE AIM TOSTOCK IT?
Wie ane als0 3 Regonal iniprmaton Centre n The English Tourst Board Network
and cary a comprehensve siock of books about Yorksheg

Open Every Day
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10am-to—-Epm




